Opening of
La Patinoire royale gallery

‘WE SEE OURSELVES
AS A CROSS BE-
TWEEN A MUSEUM
AND A GALLERY’

Brassels continues (o attraet  galleries
(sometimes from abroad) and collectars,
The Latest newcomer is La Patinoire royale,
a gallery & 3 in a hand P j4
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Eudician architoetural firm Joan-Psad Hormant
coordinated the resturation work, Fer the cires-
Istiom mnel interior destign we enlled in the French
3220 hitoet Piorro Y )

A vertinul vedume wins erectedd in this glgantic hall
writh e ik codling thad dots in u mass of light. It
b hy permodern, bt its minimalist styfe responds
perfectly 10 the existing archilectore. This staft
eontaing a stairense that nasrows towards the
top and lnads to n eatwadic that offers a superh
view of the space, Simaller surrounding rootns en-
alde more delicate work 1o be shewn in n mere
Imtimute setting. The whole tuilding comprises
about W0 square metres, 880 of which is exbini-
tlon space. AL a later stage @ restairsnt will be

I9th-century roller-skating rink. Its peo-
gramme comprises historical exhibitions of
the art and design of the lust sixty years,

Sam STEVERLYNCK

A oy ke Broseds has o great many architoe
tirnl goms, maxy' of which remads unseen by an.
susgexting passera-by, One of thse is the sapert
Patinoire ryule,  stone’s throw from Loulzalsasn.
It was bulht for o rollerskating rink - 2 first in
Enrope - in the necclsssicnl style in 1877, After
that it boewrne & racdeg drenit and in 1900 wan
trussformed into a Bugattl garage. Having kater
boen wsed sicoessively as nm urms wireheoose, o
Swmens garage and an exhibition space for vot-
eran sl vintage cars, the bailiding is now being
FIVED B DOW JITYKRO ATeE AgRin.

Dring car visit, wn srmy of budding werkers was
erypagred in a race against time. Decouse on 26

{ ed f1i i ok

& building.
The gallery will open with the exhibkion T.a
Béistance des Images”, a survey of madaly Frencs

wee inctividuals rather than a dedy delineated
group They are committed, milltant srtists whos
felt threatened by shatraet art and wishod to
dhofind thelr valms by means of figurative art.™
The carstor is Josn-Jaeqees Aillagon, the former
French Ministor of Calture snd Communiestion.

*The second exhibition will be et design, sad in-
ehudos snh nanes a0 Le Corbusier, Jesn Ray,
Charfotte Perriund and Jeun Proave. That will be
Folknvnd by an exhitition on Kinetle Art, We would
ke ench exhibition to forus ea n majer movement.
A catalogue will be prblished for ench one ad aca-
domde researeh will be earriod oal as in @ museum.
We have an edueational departrsent and will give
uickd tours. Visitors e sow the axhibition free of
eigrye aonl will Bave kearmt soeneshiing by the time
they leuve 1f they would like to buy sonwthing, we
shall of courso bo pleased. We pee ourmedves w2

April the La Patinedre royale gullery opons. Thee cross betwem o musoum and # sllery,*

Initiator of this smbitius praject is the French The exkibitions will swole csoporation with
businessaman Fhilippe Austruy, woll known fur other galleries, For some of the historical exhi-
his vinegurd sal seulpeire park at Peyrassal in Sitans we ahall not be ablo to bey tp the whle
Southern France, where he lets his collection of stock. We have dose so for a large part of the firee
sedipture - from Bernar Vonet to Carstan Hiller exhibiition, This cooperation will enalde the other
~ merge harmoniously with nature. And now he to present itoms from thedr stock in the
has taken an i new challesge. “When Philipe context. of an extibition that we have dovised.

saw this space, he immedintedy fell in love,” sy
Constantin Charet, the ilireetor of La Patitwire
royake. “He =oon hud the bl of restoring & to
ervate 3 gallery s an extension to thut of Vakeia
Baeh, bust witha i

For example, in the cee of the design exhibition
wo are cooperiting with Frangols Laffancur's.
Downtown Galliry, which speciulises in French
dosign of the 108600 and 19604,

pletedy different progr

Since thisis u protacted bulkding, sn histoesesl -
proach was choson. So wo shall be rounting ma-
Jor exhilyitions of art movernents und design from
the Lust 1ty to sixty years.™

When it came to restoring the budding they did
oot take any chances. “1t took & Jot of work,” says
Charfot. “It wok two yewrs. This is after all o
classifiod huilding with » splendid facade, wosd-
en beams and fne stalned-gluse windows. The

The op of La Patiscire royale b= 4 confinms-
tion of Brissels attractiveness as o eity of urt. ‘Wo
o locatod I the middi of n neightoarhood with
Rots of gralleries. The soclul, economic and cultursl
fubwie of Brussels is becoming inereasingly inter-
national. Belgium is » country of colloctors. So
Birasisods inn tran b foe the ard meardont '

La Tiwtwtarn dor Dnigns’, frows 24 Apedd bo 30 July of Lt Ptimry
pele, Vepdiatnast 15, Bsmete Opens T ot 111 and 23

wen L s e o



